
EXETER NORTHCOTT THEATRE

ELEVATE ASSOCIATE COMPANY
OPEN CALL-OUT
Are you drama students who have formed a theatre company whilst studying at
the University of Exeter, or are you planning to form a theatre company now?

Staying in Exeter after graduating?

Want a year of support from Exeter Northcott to help you take your next steps?

Exeter Northcott is looking for a graduating (or recently graduated) theatre
company from the University of Exeter to join its Associate scheme, as part of its
new artist development programme Elevate.

The selected theatre company will begin their association with us in Sep 2025,
receiving a year of bespoke support from Exeter Northcott, including free rehearsal
space, artistic and administrative support from our staff, platforms for sharing
work, and possibly a first professional production. Associate company members
will also receive free and discounted tickets for selected productions.

It is essential that your theatre company is based in or around Exeter after
graduating so that you can contribute to and participate in the South West’s
artistic community.

Your company must comprise of Exeter drama graduates (from any programme
with ‘drama’ or ‘theatre’ in the title). The term ‘theatre company’ is used in the
broadest sense. You might be a company that has roots in participatory/applied
theatre, focuses on new writing, or has a passion for musicals. Whatever your
interest, we want to hear from you!



The selection panel will feature members of the Exeter Northcott artistic team,
drama department staff from the University of Exeter, and Exeter Drama alumnae
who have formed a theatre company.

Fri 6 Dec 2024:
Call-out opens for expressions of interest from companies comprising final-year
Exeter drama students or students who have graduated since 2022.

Mon 13 Jan 2025:
In-person information session for current final-year drama students about the
associate company call-out.

Fri 21 Feb 2025:
Deadline for expressions of interest.

Fri 21 Mar 2025:
Shortlisted theatre companies invited to share their work/practice with Exeter
Northcott. 

Fri 13 Jun 2025
Successful applicants selected. Companies not selected for the associateship
offered an optional feedback meeting with a member of Exeter Northcott’s
artistic team.

KEY DATES

HOW TO APPLY
Please email Artist Development Producer Sam Parker (s.parker8@exeter.ac.uk)
with an expression of interest. Please detail the following:

About the company – this could feature basic information about the company,
short company member biographies, and any work you might have done
together already.
What next? (100 words max.) – this section should tell us about your hopes for
the company.
How could Exeter Northcott best support you? – specifics on what you might
need from us during your year-long associateship and when.

mailto:s.parker8@exeter.ac.uk


WHAT COMES NEXT?

Shortlisted applicants will be invited to share their work/practice with Exeter
Northcott’s artistic team in Term 3. This might mean inviting us to a show you
have in the T3 Festival, or to a workshop you are running, or perhaps to a
rehearsal. The important thing is we get to see your company’s work.

The selected company will have a meeting with Exeter Northcott in Jun 2025 to
make plans for their residency. All shortlisted companies not selected for the
associateship will receive feedback upon request.

If you have any questions, if you need to apply in a different format, or you require
any additional support, please Sam Parker (s.parker8@exeter.ac.uk).

A referee – contact details for a University of Exeter drama staff member who
knows and can speak for your work.

Applications can be sent in written form (750 words maximum) or via video (no
longer than 5 mins).

ELEVATE

Elevate is Exeter Northcott’s programme designed to ensure we are doing
everything we can to support South-West artists in taking their next steps.

Find out more: bit.ly/ent-elevate
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